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QUAKER RELIGIOUS THOUGHT
Volume IV, Number 1 Spring 1962
Sponsored by the Quaker Theological Discussion Group
Steering Committee
Tilvu’r A. Cooper, chairman, Edward A. Manice, treasurer,
Hugh S. Barbour, Lewis Benson, Thomas S. Brown, Everett L.
Couch, Maurice A. Creasey, Chris Downing, Lorton G. Heusel,
T. Canby Jones, J. Calvin Keene, Paul A. Lace>’, R. Candida
Palmer, Arthur 0. Roherts, David 0. Stan field. and Charles F.
Th oni as.
Editorial
This issue of Quaker Religious Thought brings to comple
tion the publication of the five papers read at the conference
of the Quaker Theological Discussion Group early last July at
Barnesville, Ohio. The previous issue carried three of these
papers, all dealing with the general topic of Quakerism and its
relation to history. The two subjects being considered in this
number will be found informative and possibly provocative.
Hugh Barbour’s examination of the relation of Christ and
truth as understood by Friends leads to conclusions that stress
both Quaker universalism and exclusiveness, and raises ques
tions about the relation of Friends today to the ecumenical
movement. T. Canby Jones deals irt a highly informative way
with George Fox’s use of the Bible; a use found puzzling to
people in his own day. Although he knew the Bible almost ver
batim and was constantly quoting from it, Fox did not accept
it as final authority. And although inner experience was for
him central, he still found the Bible of very great importance.
The author’s suggestions for modern uses of the Bible will stim
ulate thought.
A “first” appears in this issue, in the form of a poem by John
McCandless. Poetry is not theology, although closely related
to it, but this poem will be found to have strong theological
implications.
It is planned in the Fall issue to return to the policy of this
periodical (temporarily abandoned during the publication of
the Rarnesville Conference papers) according to which criticisms
written by persons of varying viewpoints will accompany each
major article. This is a policy, now hallowed by (three) years
of practice, which has won general approval.
J.C.K.
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Additional copies of this and previous issues can be obtained
from Quaker Religmus Thought, 379 Yale Station, New Haven,
Conu., at the prices listed on the back cover.
Persons wishing to have their names added to the Quaker
Theological Discussion Group can do so by sending $2.00, and
those sympathetic to this endeavor are invited to make contri
butions to it in any amount. These will be gratefully received.
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